EARLY YEARS OF PRACTICE
Rotterdam's blood does not freeze, then they may unite. Otherwise, Rotterdam will pursue the way of mere construction with deathly chill in its veins, and Amsterdam will be destroyed by the fire of its own dynami-cism. Function plus dynamics is the challenge.5 To make these illuminating remarks on Dutch architecture immediately following the war fully intelligible it should be explained that, in his lecture on 'Dynamics and Function* given in 1923, Mendelsohn defines dynamics in architecture as the logical expression of movement and countermovement of the innate powers in building materials like steel and reinforced concrete; and function as a matter of space and form dependent on conditions of purpose, material, and construction. Later, in the course of a conversation, he more aptly defined architectural dynamics as the expression of the stress or tension of an elastic building material, forming the core, within the immovable stability of the building itself. It is, of course, well known that J. J. P. Oud was responsible for a large number of mass housing schemes on rationalistic lines in Rotterdam, and that he is associated with Gropius's doctrines of rationalism and standardization.
In 1923 Mendelsohn was invited to Palestine to design a power-station at Haifa for Ruthenberg's electrification project. The building was to consist of a dynamo shed, workshop, water tower, and transforming shed. Mendelsohn's design, which can be seen in the illustration, was in reinforced concrete with steel roofs. The long, square, horizontal character is a premonition of his Palestine buildings some years later. This design was never executed.
A little later Mendelsohn, in conjunction with Richard Neutra, entered the competition for a business centre at Haifa, and their design obtained the first prize, although for various reasons the project was abandoned. The design differs considerably in character from Mendelsohn's German buildings, due mainly, of course, to the different climatic conditions. The special problems presented by these different conditions I will deal with in the chapter on Mendelsohn's work in Palestine after
1933-
The design for the business centre at Haifa, which involved the preservation of an old Arab building and fountain, formed a series of blocks facing the sea, comprizing bazaars, cafes, cinema, shops, flats, bank, hotel, and offices. The design aimed at uniting these diverse elements in one uniform structural block, and it was arranged so that long horizontal fasades, consisting chiefly of the bazaars and cafes, should face the sea, and that the blocks should mount in sequence culminating at a certain point in the large block of office and other buildings, while rows of shops
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